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When to Use Bare Metal Stents (BMS) in Aorto-Iliac Disease

Although Covered stents are preferred in many iliac interventions specially Calcified lesions because of superior patency 
and reduced restenosis, BMS still have important, specific indications.

A. When Preserving Internal Iliac Artery Flow: IIA preservation is critical (to avoid buttock claudication or pelvic ischemia)

Useful when:

• The lesion is near the bifurcation.

• There is No option except stenting across the IIA ostium

B. When Landing Zones Are Clean and Not Rupture-Prone:

• The vessel wall is not highly calcified at landing zones

.       The plaque is not eccentric or ulcerated

C. Long & Diffuse Aorto-Iliac Disease:

• For long lesions (TASC C–D), especially where cost or availability of covered stents is a concern, long self-expanding BMS (e.g., nitinol 

stents) can be used.

• Self-expanding BMS maintain conformability along tortuous segments.

D. Cost Consideration / Resource-Limited Settings:

• In many regions, covered stents may not be easily available or cost-effective.

• BMS offer excellent long-term patency, particularly in non-occlusive iliac stenosis.

E. When You Want to Avoid Covered Stents (Infection Risk Cases)
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Case 1

•Right CIA stenosis

•Ca ++

•Right IIA in 
proximity

•Options ?

Covered : Balloon Ex or Self EX Bare : Balloon Ex or Self EX 
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Case 2

• Left CIA Stenosis

•Not much Ca+

•Options?

Covered : Balloon Ex or Self EX Bare : Balloon Ex or Self EX 
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Case 3

• 68/M
• Smoker ++
• Claudicant
• Previous Left EIA 

stented
• This the DSA
• Left CIA stenosis
• Multifocal Areas of 

Stenosis in entire Left 
iliac artery with ISR

• Multiple Options for Rx

Covered : Balloon Ex or Self EX Bare : Balloon Ex or Self EX 
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Case 4

• Left EIA stenosis

• Look at IIA

•Options?

Covered : Balloon Ex or Self EX Bare : Balloon Ex or Self EX 



THANK YOU.

Team Vascular 
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